
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Grade seven students at Pender Harbour Elementary and Secondary School 
understand that their school mascot, the Sakinaw salmon, is much more 
than a mascot.  After watching the salmon runs in October and November, 
the Sakinaw Lake salmon became a springboard for learning about the 
local watershed and the Sakinaw sockeye salmon population.  

Students reviewed the conservation strategy for this salmon population 
and met with a local biologist and Fisheries and Oceans Canada community 
advisor to learn more about the salmon. They also took water samples from 
local creek estuaries that are part of the salmon spawning route and 
learned about the impact of the built environment on salmon spawning.  

Inspired by the classic story, Paddle to the Sea, students built miniature 
cedar canoes carved with “Save the Sakinaw” and a return email address 
and released them into a local waterway to raise awareness about the 
Sakinaw salmon. 

After learning about potential cuts to conservation efforts that students 
worried would put the local fish population at further risk, the students 
also wrote letters to local and national government officials to express 
their concern about the salmon population and the importance of 
protecting it. The students were visited by their Member of Parliament and 
invited to attend the Provincial Parliament by their Member of the 
Legislative Assembly.  

 

  
 

More About Sakinaw Salmon 

The Sakinaw salmon are a distinct population of sockeye salmon that reproduce exclusively in Sakinaw Lake on the Sechelt 
Peninsula in Georgia Strait, British Columbia. Sakinaw Lake sockeye salmon are designated as endangered by the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).  

 

 

 

 

 

Grade: 7  

Teacher: Jay Walls 
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 
Click the links below for 
more information about: 

 
Aquatic Species at Risk:         
Sockeye Salmon (Sakinaw 
population) 
 
Difficult Decisions:                              
The Sakinaw Sockeye Case 
Study 
 
Paddle to the Sea Film: 
National Film Board of Canada 

Pender Harbour Elementary Secondary School   
Sakinaw Lake Watershed, BC 
 

The Plight of the Sakinaw Salmon 
 

Right: Pender Harbour School mascot, the Sakinaw salmon. Middle and Left: Some “Paddle from Pender” student-made canoes. 
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