
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at École Saint Joseph believe that the health of a watershed 
also involves safeguarding habitats around its shores. Inspired by the 
work of Quebecois ornithologist André Dion, the students researched 
nesting habitat and began working to preserve endangered nesting 
ducks around the Godbout River including the Barrow’s Goldeneye.  In 
collaboration with the group Organisme de Bassins Versants 
Manicouagan, the students have been constructing and installing duck 
nesting boxes to improve the availability of nesting opportunities 
around their local watershed.   

Since 2011, the students have been annually involved in the nesting 
box initiative. In partnership with the France and Andre Foundation, 
the class hopes to contribute to a total of 500 duck nesting boxes in 
northern Quebec, helping the local duck species overcome the stresses 
of global climate change. The students have also made a conscious 
effort to use reusable bags and water bottles to reduce the number of 
plastic bags and bottles that can pollute our waterways. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades: 3-6 

Teacher: Angela Lavoie 
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 Click the links below for more 
information about: 
 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: Species at 
Risk   
 
Plan de gestion du Garrot 
d’Islande, population de l’Est, au 
Canada  
 
Building Duck Nesting Boxes 

 

 

École Saint Joseph   
Manicouagan Watershed, Quebec 
 
Nesting Habitat for Ducks   
 

More about Barrow’s Goldeneyes 

The Barrow’s Goldeneye is a sea duck with three distinct populations found in western North America, eastern 
North America and Iceland. The eastern population is estimated at around 4,000 birds, which nest in the early 
winter and spring in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, Atlantic Canada and Maine. The Manicougan Watershed is a 
key breeding area. These birds nest in natural and man-made cavities, including duck boxes. Barrow’s Goldeneye 
is listed as a species of special concern by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada.  

“Nous pensons que la 
santé d’un bassin 
versant passe aussi 
par la sauvegarde des 
habitats aux abords 
de ses rives” 

-Teacher, École Saint Joseph 
 

Right: Student from École Saint Joseph install a nest box.                     Left: Students heading out to install the nest boxes.  

http://www.obvm.org/
http://www.obvm.org/
http://www.speciesatrisk.ca/SARGuide/download/Barrow's%20Goldeneye.pdf
http://www.speciesatrisk.ca/SARGuide/download/Barrow's%20Goldeneye.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2013/ec/En3-5-27-2013-fra.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2013/ec/En3-5-27-2013-fra.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2013/ec/En3-5-27-2013-fra.pdf
http://cwf-fcf.org/assets/pdf/en/educate/handout_for_nest-boxes.pdf

