
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at École Secondaire Beaurivage did a variety of activities to 
gain a holistic understanding of their local watersheds and the 
stresses they are subject to from human needs and lifestyles. Students 
worked with the group L’Organisme de bassins versants de la zone du 
Chêne to learn about the importance of riparian buffers, examine the 
impact of agriculture, transportation, mining and sewage treatment 
processes on water, and to understand the effects of environmental 
disasters on the watershed, such as the Lac-Mégantic derailment and 
crude oil spill in July 2013.  

Lab studies assessing water contaminants as well as purification 
techniques assisted the class in identifying problems for their two 
local watersheds and ways to better them for the future.  
 
The students made scrapbooks about water to share their learning 
which were displayed in the school library and they were also 
challenged to come up with ways to conserve water.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 
Click the links below for more 
information about: 
 

Le bassin versant: un territoire 
pour les rivières   

 
La Bande Riveraine  

 

École Secondaire Beaurivage  

Chaudière River and Chêne River Watersheds 
 
Understanding Impacts on Local Watersheds  
 

 

More About Watersheds 

Healthy watersheds are vital to sustaining all life on Earth—from wild plants to animals to people. They are the 
source of our drinking water, and they supply the water needed on farmer’s fields to grow our food. Every 
watershed is different, shaped by variations in geology, weather, ecology and human activity. The more we 
understand about our watershed, the better chance we have of sustaining a clean and healthy water supply. 

 

Grade: 7 (niveau secondaire 1) 

Teachers: Julie Martin, 
France Lambert and  
Marie-Claude Tremblay 

 

“Almost 10% of the 
Québec territory is 
covered with fresh water. 
Québec's 990 km³ per 
year of renewable water 
represents 3% of the 
planet's renewable fresh 
water.”  

–Regroupement des  Organismes de 
Bassins Versants du Québec 

 
Students examining water quality samples.  

http://www.cduc.ca/
http://www.cduc.ca/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lac-M%C3%A9gantic_derailment
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/jeunesse/bassin_versant/index.htm
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/jeunesse/bassin_versant/index.htm
file://greenna02.evergreen.tor/docs/DEPARTMENTS_AND_SERVICES/PROGRAMMING/NATIONAL_SPONSORSHIPS_EVENTS/AWARD/RBC%20Award/2013-2014/Applications/L’Organisme%20de%20bassins%20versants%20de%20la%20zone%20du%20Chêne

