
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students from École Père-Edgar-T-Leblanc and École Donat Robichaud 
worked with a local watershed group Vision H20 to learn about their 
watershed. Through a series of workshops the students learned about 
the local water ecosystem including the water cycle, fish habitats, 
climate change, biodiversity within the watershed and the function of 
dunes and their relationship to the watershed.   

In partnership with Vision H20, grade seven students from both 
schools collaborated to restore dunes along the coast with the help of 
grade one students from École Père-Edgar-T-Leblanc. The students 
extracted marram dune grass seeds, planted and cared for the grasses 
throughout the winter, and transplanted the seedlings to local dunes 
in Cap-Pelé and Beaubassin-Est to maintain the dune’s role in 
protecting and sheltering the ecosystems in their watershed. 

Dune grasses play a key role in preventing erosion and providing a 
buffer against storm surges, therefore providing an important service 
to the watershed and human and natural communities that live there. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade: 1 and 7 

Teachers: Janie Boudreau, France 
Gaudet, Janice Babin, Julie LeBlanc-
Marcoux, Christina Delaney, and 
Joline Boyle 
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 
Click the links below for more 
information about: 
 
Coastal Erosion Rates in New 
Brunswick 

 
Let's Not Take Water For Granted: 
A Resource Guide  
  

 
 

 

Écoles: Père-Edgar-T-Leblanc, Donat Robichaud  
Cap-Pelé Watershed, New Brunswick 

 
Dune Restoration 
  
 
Urban Wetland Celebration  
 

 

More About the Importance of Coastal Dunes 

Coastal dunes act as an important buffer against storm surges. Climate change has resulted in increased erosion 
and stronger, more frequent storms along the coast of New Brunswick. This increases the risk of storm surges 
that can cause damage to infrastructure and can cause salt water intrusion that can contaminate fresh water.  
These schools are located in Southeastern New Brunswick along the Northumberland Strait, an area where 
dunes are eroding at a rate of 0.85 metres per year and beaches are eroding at a rate of 1.00 metres per year.  

 

“Beaches are not only places for 
us to enjoy, but also an 
important ecosystem in the 
coastal zone. They provide a 
home for many plant and animal 
species and protect fragile areas 
behind the dunes from the 
extreme forces of wind and 
water. Their health is a 
responsibility we all share.” 
 
–Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
By the Sea: A Guide to the Coastal    
Zone of Atlantic Canada 
 

Dune grasses help prevent erosion and provide a buffer against storm surges. 
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file://greenna02.evergreen.tor/docs/DEPARTMENTS_AND_SERVICES/PROGRAMMING/NATIONAL_SPONSORSHIPS_EVENTS/AWARD/RBC%20Award/2013-2014/Applications/Vision%20H20
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/climate_change/content/climate_change_indicators/indicators/water/coastal_erosion.html
http://www.ec.gc.ca/eau-water/38703C44-0A00-4075-8C64-3B7546676833/topic9-e.pdf
http://www.ec.gc.ca/eau-water/38703C44-0A00-4075-8C64-3B7546676833/topic9-e.pdf
http://www.ec.gc.ca/eau-water/38703C44-0A00-4075-8C64-3B7546676833/topic9-e.pdf

