
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicating & Participating in Shoreline Erosion Prevention – St. 
Alphonsus Catholic Elementary 

                                 

  

The Grade 2 and 3 students took an active approach to exploring the 
impact of stormwater - engaging in interactive field experiences, 
working with local partners, and incorporating water awareness into 
their everyday lives.  The students participated in the "Be a Water 
Steward" program offered by Camp Kawartha, in conjunction with the 
Otonabee Region Conservation Authority, The Turtle Trauma Centre, and 
the Government of Ontario. Using models, interactive technology, dip 
nets and magnifiers, they viewed and learned about the importance of 
frogs, dragonflies and whirligig beetles to the Little Lake watershed. 
 
They discovered which species indicate that the water is healthy and 
that their presence can provide information about the condition of the 
watershed.  The students built an interactive watershed model and 
observed how human actions can either support or harm the watershed. 
Students also learned how humans can improve their environment by 
keeping shorelines clean, planting native species to prevent erosion and 
ensuring that we do not introduce contaminants to our water. They 
communicated these messages to their homes and their fellow students.  

 

  
 

Taking Action at Little Lake Watershed 

The students along with school staff, parent volunteers and members of 
the Otonabee Region Conservation Authority participated in a stewardship 
project to protect their local watershed stabilizing the shoreline with the 
planting of 60 native species shrubs along the Little Lake. Together they 
learned about the concept of integrated watershed management, along 
with site specific details including flood retention, storm water 
management, and impacts of development on water quality and habitat.  
 

 

 

 

 

Grade:  2 & 3 

Teacher: Sarah Sullivan-
Berardi 
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 Approaches to urban stormwater 
management  
 
UBC's Master of Land and Water 
Systems program introduces the 
emergence of innovative designs and 
approaches to urban stormwater 
management. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b
VAOOjRoEB4 
 
 

St. Alphonsus Catholic Elementary 
Little Lake Watershed, Peterborough, ON 
 
Be a Water Steward  
 

Thank you to our Volunteer writer Steve Billinger 

Students planning native species to reduce erosion - St. Alphonsus 
Catholic Elementary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVAOOjRoEB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVAOOjRoEB4

