
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten students at Rockwood Public School visited their local 
vernal pool, “The Swamp”, on a daily basis to learn about water and 
wetlands, the biodiversity within them, and the importance of 
protecting and respecting this natural space. 

By searching for footprints and the scat of animals using the vernal 
pool, observing the change in plant life throughout the seasons, and 
creating and filling bird feeders, they learned how important wetlands 
are to plant and animal biodiversity.  By bringing water samples back 
to the classroom and learning about water filtration, they learned about 
the importance of clean water. 

As students studied and played in the vernal pool area, they developed 
a strong sense of place, respect for nature, and connection to nature.  
From this new relationship with the watershed, they created a goal to 
keep the area free of pollution, and now the kindergarten students clean 
it on a regular basis.   Their love for this special space led to fund 
raising to create an outdoor classroom for the entire school by their 
much loved “Swamp.”  

 

Vernal Pools 

Vernal pools, also called vernal ponds or ephemeral pools, are 
temporary pools of water that provide habitat for distinctive plants 
and animals. 

 

 

 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Teachers: Lisa Seegmiller, Lee
Ann Plummer, Kathy Fredericks

Dive A Little Deeper 

For more information visit the 
following website: 

The Vernal Pool Association 
Learn about vernal pools and discover 
other resources. 

 

Rockwood Public School  
Ottawa-Bonnecherre Watershed, Pembroke ON. 

The Wonders of Water 

“Taking the students to The Swamp 
has gone beyond our intended 
outcomes. With The Swamp we not 
only help to prevent the nature 
deficit we see in children, but we 
impress upon them the importance 
of wetlands to biodiversity and clean 
water.” Sue McKee, grandparent and 
passionate supporter of outdoor 
learning for all children 

Thank you to our Volunteer writer Dawn Pearson 

Observing spring thaw by "The Swamp" - Sue 
McKee, Rockwood P.S 

Students building a Lean-to from “The Swamp" 
- Sue McKee, Rockwood P.S 

http://www.vernalpool.org/vernal_1.htm

