
 

 

 

 

 

 

The students in the Environmental Inquiry and Sustainability in Action 
course at Patrick Fogarty Catholic Secondary School participated in two 
significant watershed awareness initiatives.  They developed a proposal 
which was presented to Orillia City Council for the clean-up and 
rehabilitation of a local drainage ditch, known as Ben’s Ditch, which 
allows fresh surface water to flow to Lake Simcoe.  The students’ 
proposal received the enthusiastic support from the Mayor and City 
Council and the clean-up occurred on April 30. 

The students also collaborated in a water quality monitoring project 
with Ontario Streams and the Couchiching Conservancy. By analyzing 
water quality using both chemical and biological water tests, they 
quantified the negative impact cattle manure and streamside grazing 
has on the Talbot River watershed.  Their data can be used to support 
the beneficial practice of keeping cattle away from streams through 
fencing.   

Students were also able to supply data to contribute to the 
understanding of phosphorous levels emanating from the Talbot River 
and provide concrete numbers to support the Lake Simcoe Protection 
Plan.  All this was accomplished with a class of only 3 students!  

 

 

Alvars

Alvars are naturally open habitats with either a thin covering of soil or no soil 
over a base of limestone or dolostone. Their unique geologic and physical 
characteristics set the stage for natural communities that simply cannot exist 
elsewhere. 

 

Grade: 12 

Teacher: Jeff Cole 

Dive A Little Deeper  

For more information visit the links 
below: 

Ben's Ditch - Orillia 

Learn about the history of Ben’s 
Ditch in Orillia.  

Carden Water Quality Monitoring 

Learn more about protecting rare 
alvar habitats.   

Patrick Fogarty Catholic Secondary School 
Talbot River Watershed, Orillia, ON. 

Water Quality and Community Action 

“Phosphorus helps plants in the lake 
grow, but having too much of it leads to 
excessive plant growth and a depletion of 
oxygen levels the fish need to thrive. The 
strategy to reduce phosphorus levels in 
Lake Simcoe by almost 40% will help 
improve water quality and protect the 
coldwater fish community.” 

Jeff Cole, Teacher 

Thank you to our Volunteer writer Dawn Pearson 

Students testing samples from their nearby watershed - Jeff 
Cole, Patrick Fogarty C.S.S 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNiDbIQQLEw&feature=youtu.be
http://ourcanadaproject.ca/place/carden-water-quality-monitoring/

