
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students at Dewdney Elementary School have a comprehensive and 
place-based approach to the surrounding waterways in their watershed 
district. Through their activities, they learned what a wetland is, its 
composition, the Aboriginal connection to the land and salmon and the 
importance of the watershed in the history of the Aboriginal peoples. 
 
They adopted and cleaned the local creek, collected soil samples, created 
video games, dioramas and models of the watershed. Working with their 
community, the Fraser Valley Watershed coalition and the British 
Columbia Wildlife Federation, they are working to restore, extend and 
create a large wetland area on the school’s property to continue place-
based outdoor learning for all their students. 
 
The kindergarten class raised salmon for release in the nearby Silverdale 
wetlands. They’ve been learning about Aboriginal knowledge and culture 
through song and stories of the salmon along with exploring its habitat. 
The salmon is a significant part of Aboriginal culture and their livelihood. 
Kindergarten and intermediate students at Dewdney Elementary School 
have been working with elders of the Stave Lake society to learn about 
its life cycle and the human impact on the wetlands the salmon rely on. 

 

  
 

Adventure and Discovery-based Learning 

Research increasingly supports the health, engagement, socialization and 
academic benefits of learning and interacting with the environment. Learning 
outcomes improve when children make connections between their outdoor 
experiences in the natural world and their classroom learning. 

 

 

 

 

Grade:  Kindergarten, 
Grade 4 & 5   

Teachers: Jennifer Henshaw, 
Susan Mcleod & Melissa 
Dundas 

 
 
Dive A Little Deeper  

 First Nations & The Salmon - 
https://www.aboriginalbc.com/blog/
meet-a-local-legend-the-salmon/ 
 
Elder Ralph Phillips of the Xat’sull First 
Nation talks about how the fish have 
sustained First Nations communities 
since time immemorial. 
 
The Fraser Basin Council is working in 
collaboration with the BC Wildlife 
Federation on a three-year project to 
advance watershed conservation and 
sustainability in BC focused on the 
importance of watershed sustainability 
and protecting BC’s diverse and unique 
aquatic resources. 

 

 

 
 

 

Dewdney Elementary School 
Silverdale Wetlands, Dewdney, BC 
 

Outdoor Recreation & Environment 
(CORE) Program   
 

Thank you to our volunteer writer Steve Billinger 

Place-based learning at Fraser Valley Watershed- 
Dewdney Elementary School 

Students on field trip to Fraser Valley 
Watershed - Dewdney Elementary 
School 
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