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THE OUTDOOR CLASSROOM – Learning at Home

Nature Activities:  
Underwater Onions!

Vegetable

Green 
Onion

Cut of the white ends or 
bulbs off 3-4 green 
onions.

Place the bulbs in a glass 
of water with just the 
“hairs” underwater.

Replace water every 2 
days.

Remove skin.

Place inside a glass with 
the hairiest side down.

Fill the glass with water 
so just the “hairs” are 
underwater.

Replace water every 2 
days.

Red or 
Yellow 
Onion

Directions Draw your onion 
after 3 days

Draw your onion 
after 5 days

Draw your onion 
after 7 days

Water is essential for all life on Earth, including the plant life we eat! Let’s do an experiment to see how 
onions react to being placed in water.

Step One: Start your experiment!

Choose which kind of onion you would like to do the experiment with and follow the instructions below. 
Feel free to do more than one type of onion to compare the results!
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Red or yellow onions:
• Place the onion in the soil with the longer hairs 

down, those are new roots.
• Harvest the new shoots as they grow.
• Harvest the bulb in the fall, look for a new onion 

in the center! If you want to harvest sooner, 
cook up the green shoots just like green onions!

Bonus Activity: Underwater Explorers!
Can you find these objects in nature? If so, let’s see what happens to them when we do some water experiments 
with them. Use the questions below to help guide inquiry and play. This is a great activity to try in the bathtub or 
in a kiddy pool if you have one!

Step Two: Find them a home!
How do your underwater onions look? Once your onions begin sprouting new green shoots, they can be trans-
ferred into soil to grow bigger. Red and yellow onions might even grow another onion bulb! Here’s some tips for 
moving onions to soil.

Green onions:
• Move to soil after 7 days.
• Harvest the green shoots as they grow taller 

– yum, yum!
• Harvest the bulbs in the fall.
• Green onions will also keep growing in water 

if it is changed every 2 days. Test it out! How 
tall will they grow?

Step Three: Keep them safe!
Your onions might need your help to stay happy and healthy outside. Here are some tips to keep them safe.

• Use an old container to grow them in or if you have a garden, grow them there.
• Put them in a spot where they get some sun.
• Water them when the soil around them feels dry. If the soil feels wet, they don’t need water!
• Spray the leaves with water mixed with a 3-4 drops of dish soap and a teaspoon of cayenne pepper to help keep 

bugs away.
• Use the same spray on the soil around them to help keep squirrels from digging them up.
• Enjoy eating them when they are big enough!

Object from Nature

Pine cone

Leaf

Small rock

Stick

Your choice!

What happens when you 
put it in the water? 

Does it sink or float?

What does it look like 
when you hold it 

underwater? Does it look 
bigger or smaller? 

How does it change when 
you take it out of the 

water? Does it feel 
different in your hands? 
Has the colour changed? 

We love to see your experiments! Share the results with us at school@evergreen.ca or through Evergreen’s social media.


