
GReeninG coRpoRate GRounds
Business GReen space makes ecoloGical sense

Naturalized landscapes are essential to healthy urban 

ecosystems. Green private lands offer substantial 

ecological services: helping to connect the patchwork 

of remnant wild spaces, providing habitat to insects, 

mammals and birds and acting as a natural air and 

water filter. All in all, business green space is a big 

piece of the urban ecology puzzle. Increasingly, 

business owners and other land managers are taking 

the initiative to invite nature back to their properties, 

creating beautiful, green refuges in their own backyards. 

Water
Naturalized landscapes act as filtration systems for water, providing nutrient 
uptake and removing pollutants. These areas also allow rainwater to seep into  
the soil, recharging the water table and decreasing the levels of stormwater 
runoff relative to paved areas. 

As rain runs down city streets, it picks up particulates, pesticides, oil, heavy 
metals and garbage. In heavy rains, and in places where paved surfaces have 
replaced vegetated surfaces, this runoff is sometimes diverted into sewage-
treatment systems, overloading them and flushing untreated sewage into lakes 
and streams. Naturalized landscapes use native plants, bioswales and permeable 
paving to help avoid polluting lakes, streams and rivers.  

 

air
Construction, asphalt paving, automobile transport and manufacturing are 
significant sources of particulate matter found in the air we breathe. Many 
of these particulates reduce air quality, having been recorded at levels that 
have adverse health impacts. Vegetation such as leaves and root hairs filter 
particulate matter by trapping wind borne and water borne pollutants. 

“Trees replenish our oxygen, and filter out air pollution such as carbon monoxide, 
lead, nitrogen dioxide, ozone and sulfur dioxide which are know to cause 
health concerns in humans, including headaches, lung, throat and eye irritation, 
respiratory and heart disease, and cancer.” (Trees Ontario, 2009)

 Instead of treating these [urban] 
areas as a sacrifice zones and doing 
all our conservation in national 
parks and elsewhere, there is a 
growing appreciation of the need to 
incorporate conservation into urban 
planning. 

—William Shaw, University of Arizona
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land 
For most of the world’s endangered wildlife species, habitat loss or degradation 
is considered a major threat. As lands are cleared, paved and developed for 
urban growth, habitats are diminished and fractured. By naturalizing private 
lands, we can help reconnect existing habitats for birds, pollinators and other 
wildlife, creating a network of natural areas to encourage urban biodiversity. 

“A study of connectivity among 54 urban green spaces in 

Coquitlam British Columbia, suggested that urban habitat 

could be sustained by creating linkages among existing 

green spaces using a matrix of backyard habitat, planted 

boulevards and utility right-of-ways.”
—Society for Ecological Restoration 2002.

take action
Interested in greening your business or institutional grounds? Evergreen and its 
partners can help. For information on our corporate greening support, check out 
www.evergreen.ca or contact stewardship@evergreen.ca.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
environment canada’s Biodiversity convention office www.bco.ec.gc.ca 
university of toronto’s centre of urban and community studies  
www.urbancentre.utoronto.ca 
canada Research chair in urban change and adaption (university of Winnipeg)  
www.ius.uwinnipeg.ca 
institute of urban ecology www.douglas.bc.ca 
society for ecological Restoration www.ser.org 
ecological society for america www.esa.org 

 Union Gas in Bradford, Ontario 
created a 3.5-hectare corporate 
landscape oasis of restored 
prairie. A thriving tallgrass plant 
community, along with hundreds 
of varieties of native perennials 
and grasses, flourish on the site. 
It is a haven for wildlife.

– Cities in Nature, 2002.
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Greening Corporate Grounds is a program 
that works together with businesses, 
corporations, institutions and places of 
worship on implementing and managing 
corporate outdoor landscapes with 
nature in mind.

Program developed in partnership with:

Lead Partners Sustaining Partner Major Partners Partner

Project support provided by:

national supporters of common Grounds


