
Evergreen Brick Works Community Showcase Series: Call for expression of 

interest 

About Evergreen & Evergreen Brick Works
For over 30 years, we've facilitated community change through connection, innovation and sustainable 
actions. We work with community builders across sectors to help solve some of the most pressing 
issues cities face: climate change, housing affordability, and access to nature and public spaces. 

Our approach is to bring together different people and lead with a mindset focused on solutions so we 
can test and scale the ideas needed in cities. We believe that no one actor can solve these challenges 
alone. We convene and engage in revitalizing and transforming spaces into great places inclusive to all 
people and sustainable at their core. 

In 2010, Evergreen transformed a collection of deteriorating heritage buildings into an 11-acre global 
showcase for green design and an award-winning public space. Open year-round, Evergreen Brick 
Works welcomes more than 500,000 visitors annually to experience its public markets, participate in 
conferences and events, enjoy outdoor learning and nature play, and explore public art in the heart of 
Toronto's ravine system. 

Evergreen Brick Works (EBW) offers a unique experience for everyone and inspires ideas to fuel 
flourishing cities of the future by connecting people with natural and built worlds. 
Our Values 

▪ Connection: We prioritize relationships—person-to-person, person-to-place and person-to-

planet.

▪ Innovation: We work together to learn, adapt and scale ideas that create effective solutions.

▪ Sustainability: We enable a future that is livable, green and prosperous, where all can thrive.

Find out more about Evergreen here. 

Community Programming Opportunity  
Evergreen has been running Farmer's Markets at the Brick Works for over ten years. Since then, we've 
become a known destination for all public markets: Farmer's, Artisan and Vintage. We've hosted 
upwards of 4,000 visitors per day at some of these events. In 2023 we are taking our markets to the 
next level by prioritizing community engagement and participation.   
We recognize many amazing, thoughtful, creative communities doing great work, looking for 
opportunities and exciting spaces to promote their work and engage communities.   

https://www.evergreen.ca/
mailto:info@evergreen.ca
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We have space, and you have ideas – let's work together to showcase them at the Evergreen Brick 
Works. 
 
Goals of community programming 

o Animate EBW through free, inclusive, accessible, diverse, innovative and community-

centred programs 

o Amplify and center other voices, communities, and cultures at EBW  

o Showcase and demonstrate through exciting programming the value of sustainable and 

inclusive public space  

Our spaces 
Our markets run all year round. In the winter, we use CRH Gallery located in TD Future Cities Centre 
(the large former kiln building), and in the summer, we use the outdoor Pavilions. Activations can occur 
in the same location as the market or one of our adjacent spaces, depending on the nature of the 
program. These spaces include: 
 
 TD Future Cities Centre & Koerner Gardens (Location of markets from November – April) 
Young Welcome Centre 
Pavilions (Location of markets from May – October) 
BMO Atrium 
Community kitchen 
 
The Details 

• Programming will run in conjunction with our weekly Farmers Market (year-round on Saturdays 

from 9 am– 1 pm), and bi-weekly Artisan Market (alternate Sundays from May – December, 11 

am – 3 pm) 

• The first and third weekends of the month are preferred. Other dates may be considered on a 

case-by-case basis 

• Ideas can be for a one-off activation or recurring events 

• Must be free, open to the public, and not require advance registration  

• Runs for at least 2 hours, to a maximum of 4 hours 

• Benefits include: 

o Free space in one of Toronto's most sought-after and unique venues 

o Event production and logistical support from Evergreen staff 

o Marketing & promotion through Evergreen & EBW channels (check-in with Coms re: 

what specifically can we offer) 

o Opportunity to get-in front of Evergreen's markets, which attract thousands of people 

each weekend 

o Opportunity to access a bursary to support the program (to a maximum amount of 

$1500). Applicants who do not have access to other funding will receive priority. 

o Evergreen staff may be able to provide assistance with grants/funding requests to 

support your Activation 

https://www.evergreen.ca/evergreen-brick-works/event-space-rental/venues/crh-gallery-koerner-gardens/
https://www.evergreen.ca/evergreen-brick-works/event-space-rental/venues/young-welcome-centre/
https://www.evergreen.ca/evergreen-brick-works/event-space-rental/venues/the-pavilions/
https://www.evergreen.ca/evergreen-brick-works/event-space-rental/venues/bmo-atrium/
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Examples of funded programs could include: 

▪ Temporary public art installations 

▪ Exhibition 

▪ Community-centred arts program 

▪ Music, dance, and multi-disciplinary performances 

▪ Food, nature, and land-based programs 

▪ Conservation, sustainability and other environmental programs 

▪ Workshops and Classes  

Applications are open to any of the following in the GTHA: 
▪ Community groups 

▪ Charities 

▪ Non-profit organizations 

▪ Small businesses* 

▪ Individuals 

▪ Collectives 

*Small businesses may apply, but the program cannot be a marketing activation, such as sampling. It 
must be an event or activity that has community benefit. Businesses are not eligible for a bursary. 
 
Proposal criteria and evaluation  
Proposals will be selected by a committee and based on the following criteria: 

▪ The strength of the proposed program – is it innovative and engaging, and does it demonstrate 

the value of public space?  

▪ The applicant's experience – is there a track record of successful programming? 

▪ Execution plan of the proposed program 

▪ Marketing and promotional plan – is there a clear understanding of the audience? 

▪ Clearly demonstrate inclusivity, accessibility and sustainability  

▪ Aligned with Evergreen's values 

This committee is comprised of Evergreen staff and community members. 
We will prioritize equity-seeking groups, including Indigenous and racialized people, people with 
disabilities, and people from 2SLGBTQ+ communities. Members from those groups are welcome to 
disclose based on their comfort level. 
 
Parameters 

▪ Must follow Evergreen's emergency protocols and procedures 

▪ Evergreen reserves the right to run Evergreen programming concurrently 

▪ In collaboration with Evergreen, determine a date that does not interfere with other venue 

rentals or programs 

▪ Our Community Showcase Series may be supported financially by Evergreen donors and 

sponsors. Evergreen reserves the right to extend sponsorship deliverables to Showcase 

partners within reason. 
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Recognition & Reporting 
▪ Successful applicants are required to acknowledge Evergreen's support in all printed and online 

materials, promotions, and during any public remarks.  

▪ All printed and online materials and promotions must be reviewed and approved by Evergreen 

▪ Showcase partners who have funding or in-kind support from other partners must disclose this 

to Evergreen. In some cases, sponsorship & media agreements must be approved by Evergreen 

in advance of their public release. 

▪ Showcase partners must fill out a short survey post-performance 

▪ Evergreen may photograph and record performances and have the right to use them as needed 

in marketing and promotions. We can share the photographs and recordings with the Showcase 

partner upon request.  

Information session 
Evergreen will host an information session and strongly recommends that all applicants attend. At this 
session, Evergreen staff will review the application and its relevant dates and provide tips on 
completing the application process. We will show the different spaces at the Brick Works. This session 
will be recorded and posted online for reference. Please note that sessions will be offered on two 
dates but contain the same information. 
 

• Online Information Sessions:  

o Tuesday, January 17, 2023, from 6-7 pm and Thursday, January 19, from 4-5 pm (New 

Dates) 

If you would like to join a session, please fill in this  JotForm with your preferred time slot. A Zoom link 
will be sent out ahead of each session. 
 
Application process 
Please submit an application using this JotForm link. This link will close on Tuesday, January 31 at 11:59 
pm 
 
Key Dates 

• Call for Applications released: December 2022 

• Online Information Sessions: Tuesday, January 17, 2023, from 6-7 pm and Thursday, January 19 

from 4-5 pm (New Dates) 

• Application deadline: Tuesday, January 31, 2023, at 11:59 pm 

• Review Committee deliberation and selection: February 2023 

• Successful applicants informed: Week of February 15, 2023 

• Showcase programming period: March - July 2023 

• The second round of applications will begin in May 2023 for programming period of August – 

December 2023 

 

For any questions please email festivals_activations@evergreen.ca  

https://form.jotform.com/223455744555058
https://form.jotform.com/223455744555058
https://form.jotform.com/223414845599063
mailto:festivals_activations@evergreen.ca
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