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Lake Ontario Waterkeeper, Toronto ON | Toronto Community Monitoring Program 

Lake Ontario Waterkeeper helps to create a swimmable, drinkable, fishable future by connecting 
and empowering people in order to stop pollution, protect human health, and restore habitat. 

This year will build on 2016-2017 activities, which saw the establishment of a citizen science 
monitoring hub. The Toronto Harbour Sampling Project will be expanded by increasing monitoring 
in the busy inner harbour and establishing an external (volunteer) recreational water monitoring 
quality program to monitor 5 new sites. While the City of Toronto monitors 11 beaches along the 
waterfront, the rest of the shoreline (95%) is not monitored. Thousands of people use these waters 
to boat, paddle, surf and fish, and these external samples fill some significant gaps. Collected data 
will be posted on Waterkeeper’s Swim Guide.  

Muskoka Conservancy, Bracebridge ON | Wetland Access Trail Expansion 

Muskoka Conservancy works with partners to protect, preserve and restore Muskoka’s wetlands, 
forests and waterways. This is achieved through Responsible Land Conservation, Environmental 
Leadership, and Built and Cultural Heritage. 

Wetlands in Muskoka play a critical part in water filtration and flood mitigation. They provide 
habitat for species at risk, act as staging areas for migrating birds and contribute greatly to 
biodiversity. The Wetlands Access Trail is unique, there is no other interpretive trail in Muskoka 
that seeks to teach people about wetlands and how they function. We want to inspire people to 
love and protect the wetlands, which is why we provide opportunities for people to learn about 
them and their role in maintaining Muskoka’s amazing water quality. 

Ottawa Riverkeeper, Ottawa ON | Citizen Science Hub and Shoreline Planting 

Ottawa Riverkeeper is dedicated to protecting the health of the Ottawa River and its tributaries. 
Their programs and activities are driven by the goal of swimmable, drinkable, fishable waters. 

Engaging river-lovers to care for their waters is crucial for tackling the many complex 
environmental challenges facing Ottawa River. This project aims to establish a Citizen Science 
Learning Hub at Ottawa Riverkeeper, an innovative facility new to Eastern Ontario offering unique 
citizen-based in-house and in-situ water quality testing and a variety of educational materials. With 
Watersheds Canada we will acquire and plant site-specific native species for a shoreline re-
naturalisation project that will engage, educate and inspire area residents on how to increase 
biodiversity, protect fish habitat and provide erosion control.  

http://www.waterkeeper.ca/
https://www.theswimguide.org/
http://muskokaconservancy.org/
http://www.ottawariverkeeper.ca/
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