
MID-SIZED CITIES RESEARCHER + PRACTITIONER ROUNDTABLE
Wednesday, May 16th 2018

Museum London, 421 Ridout Street North, London, ON

Session
Welcome!
Get to know your fellow mid-sized city colleagues. 

The New Face of Leadership in Ontario’s Mid-Sized Cities 
Our opening panel explores new forms of leadership emerging in cities across 
Canada and how these leaders, coming from outside of government, are having an 
impact on mid-sized cities. 

Break

Morning Deep Dive Sessions

Smart(er) Mid-Sized Cities 
The movement towards “smart cities” will continue to accelerate in the years to 
come, raising questions around data ownership, accessibility, and openness, among 
others.This session focuses on how to critically evaluate new opportunities, while 
also integrating approaches and practices to substantially benefit local communities. 

Partnership Building with Indigenous Communities
Municipalities are responsible for meeting Duty to Consult and Accommodate 
legislation. What does this mean in the mid-sized context? This session focuses on 
examples of success in partnership building and learning from different voices and 
perspectives to address existing tensions. 

Age-Friendly Mid-Sized Cities
Canada’s mid-sized cities are aging. By 2036, one quarter of the entire mid-sized 
population is expected to be over 65. This will greatly impact on how we design, 
build, and run our cities. This session focuses on how we can influence a culture shift 
that encourages planners to add an age lens to their work, the types of research that 
needs to be done in this field and strategies we can adopt. 

Time
9:00am-9:30am

9:30am-10:35am

10:35am-11:00am

11:00am-12:30pm

11:00am-12:30pm

11:00am-12:30pm

Location
Community Gallery

Community Gallery

Community Gallery

Lecture Theatre

Boardroom

North Gallery



Session
Lunch

Afternoon Deep Dive Sessions

Supporting Newcomers in Mid-Sized Cities
Mid-sized cities are facing challenging demographic shifts, prompting new 
approaches to attraction and retention to offset population decline and continued 
growth. Attracting immigration can be a challenge for mid-sized cities, but is critical 
to ensuring they continue to thrive. This session focuses on  how leaders in mid-
sized cities can respond to demographic shifts to create local vibrancy. 

Adressing Pressing Social Challenges 
Many mid-sized cities are facing two interconnected and urgent social challenges 
– widespread poverty and drug dependency. Poverty and drug culture, if left 
unaddressed or under-addressed, could derail the advances we are looking for, 
and which mid-sized cities can leverage. This session focuses on how leaders 
in mid-sized cities can work collaboratively to address this issue using inclusive 
approaches. 

Sustainble Transit-Oriented Development
After years of urban sprawl there is widespread recognition that growth needs to be 
concentrated if it is to be sustainable. By directing urban growth to areas that are 
well-served by transit, development promotes access to sustainable mobility options 
to more people, increasing ridership and viability. This session focuses on how to 
incentivize this type of development in the mid-sized context and mitigate challenges 
of gentrification and housing inaffordability that often come in tandem with this type 
of growth. 

Break

Recap of the Day
Moderators will share insights from their session conversations. 

Networking Mixer

Time
12:30pm-1:30pm

1:30pm-3:00pm

1:30pm-3:00pm

1:30pm-3:00pm

3:00pm-3:30pm

3:30pm-4:30pm

4:30pm-6:00pm

Location
Community Gallery

Lecture Theatre

Boardroom

North Gallery

Community Gallery

Community Gallery

Community Gallery
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