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Lake Ontario Waterkeeper, Toronto ON | Waterkeeper Investigation Team: Summer Water Sampling 

Lake Ontario Waterkeeper helps to create a swimmable, drinkable, fishable future by connecting and 
empowering people in order to stop pollution, protect human health, and restore habitat. 

This summer, the Waterkeeper Investigation Team will continue to address the lack of water quality 
data in and around one of North America’s busiest recreational harbours by increasing the scope of 
their water quality testing to approximately 700 samples. Currently, 97% of Toronto’s waterfront is not 
monitored and 100% of the Toronto Harbour is not monitored. Sewage and dirty stormwater flow into 
the harbour from pipes, roads, and nearby rivers. Through the project, the Waterkeeper Investigation 
Team will sample the most popular recreation zones on the Toronto waterfront for bacteria and 
collected data will be posted on Waterkeeper’s Swim Guide.  

Muskoka Conservancy, Bracebridge ON | Wetland Access Inspiration Trail (WAIT) 

Muskoka Conservancy works with partners to marshal volunteer energy and expertise to protect, 
preserve and restore Muskoka’s wetlands, forests and waterways. This is achieved through three program 
areas: Responsible Land Conservation, Environmental Leadership, and Built and Cultural Heritage. 

Through the WAIT project, Muskoka Conservancy will continue to steward the Muskoka watershed at 
Upjohn Nature Reserve, a 114 acre nature reserve with a 15-acre wetland. This project will improve the 
ability for recreation, education and watershed protection in the area by building an outdoor classroom, 
trail systems and meeting facilities. Through interpretive programming, visitors to the trail will learn 
the critical role of wetlands as natural water filters, flood preventers, and habitat to an amazing 
abundance of the biodiversity that keeps our ecosystems resistant and resilient. 

Ottawa Riverkeeper, Ottawa ON | Our River, Our Playground 

Ottawa Riverkeeper is dedicated to protecting the health of the Ottawa River and its tributaries. Their 
programs and activities are driven by the goal of swimmable, drinkable, fishable waters, now and in the 
future. To achieve this, they carry out a range of activities, from water quality testing, to court 
challenges, to education and outreach. 
 
In 2017, Ottawa Riverkeeper will focus on the impacts of sewage on water quality, public health and 
the environment. Ottawa Riverkeeper will partner with local researchers and their network of Riverwatch 
citizen scientists to conduct water quality testing along the Ottawa River and its tributaries. By 
highlighting this issue, this campaign will target recreational water users through water quality testing 
and government action for water quality data.  

http://www.waterkeeper.ca/
https://www.theswimguide.org/
http://muskokaconservancy.org/
http://www.ottawariverkeeper.ca/
file://greenfile01/docs/SERVICES/MARCOM_DesignFiles/LOGOS_&_DESIGN_OBJECTS/partners/Muskoka%20Brewery/new/Muskoka-Black.png
file://greenfile01/docs/SERVICES/MARCOM_DesignFiles/LOGOS_&_DESIGN_OBJECTS/partners/Muskoka%20Brewery/new/Muskoka-Black.png

