
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grade nine students at Gulf Shore Consolidated school recognize 
that safe drinking water is everyone’s responsibility. In the fall, the 
students participated in an Adopt-a-River program where they tested 
water quality by analysing water samples and aquatic insects and 
interviewed local water experts from the Wheatly River Improvement 
Group and Hunter Clyde Watershed Group. In the process students 
learned that the watershed is currently healthy but vulnerable to 
agricultural chemicals.  

Wanting to do more to keep their water safe, students learned that 
bats can help reduce pesticide applications in the agricultural industry. 
To help the local bat populations, the students began a bat house 
project in the winter. Students invited experts from the University of 
PEI and the Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Center to help 
expand their knowledge on bats and white-nose syndrome. Students 
built bat houses to provide habitat for the bat populations.  

Students also wanted to share their appreciation of the local 
watershed with a “Discover our Watersheds” interpretive panel which 
they designed while working with a graphic designer.  

 

  
 

More about Bats and Their Role in Pest-Control 

Bats feed on more than mosquitoes. They also eat moths, beetles and other insects, and act as pest control for the 
agricultural industry. They can consume up to half their weight in insects every night. When bat populations are 
strong, pesticide applications are needed less frequently, reducing the risk of contamination to the water 
ecosystem. Recently, a fungal disease known as white-nose syndrome has been threatening bat populations in 
North America.   

 

 

 

 

 

Grade: 9 

Teacher: John Stephens  
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 Click the links below for more 
information about: 

PEI Bat Populations and Farming  

How to Build a Bat House 

Adopt-A-River Program: Bedeque 
Bay Environmental Management 
Association 
 
Water Quality Monitoring:   
EcoSpark Water Quality Field 
Manual 

 

 

 

 

 

Gulf Shore Consolidated   
Wheatly River and Hunter-Clyde Watershed, PEI   
 
Maintaining Water Quality  
 

Bedeque Bay Environmental Management Association staff member leading students in the Adopt-A-River program; student-made bat boxes. 

http://bbemadotnet.wordpress.com/adopt-a-river/
http://www.wheatleyriver.ca/
http://www.wheatleyriver.ca/
http://hcwg.editme.com/links
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/dropping-bat-population-poses-concern-for-p-e-i-farmers-1.2652916
http://www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Gardening-Tips/Build-a-Bat-House.aspx
http://bbemadotnet.wordpress.com/adopt-a-river/
http://bbemadotnet.wordpress.com/adopt-a-river/
http://bbemadotnet.wordpress.com/adopt-a-river/
http://ecospark.ca/sites/default/files/currents/2013_CC_Manual.pdf
http://ecospark.ca/sites/default/files/currents/2013_CC_Manual.pdf
http://ecospark.ca/sites/default/files/currents/2013_CC_Manual.pdf
http://bbemadotnet.wordpress.com/adopt-a-river/

